Geelong High School

Government School Performance
Summary 2012
What our school is doing

Geelong High School is the oldest government secondary school in Geelong having celebrated its centenary in 2010. The school
has a long tradition of academic success and is held in high regard by the local community. The school is in a unique situation in
that it draws its 900+ student population from approximately 40 feeder schools across the Greater Geelong area, particularly from
the areas of East and South Geelong, Newtown and Leopold. Geelong High School is located near central Geelong in close
proximity to Eastern Beach and the Botanical Gardens..
The school offers a year 7 – 12 co-educational program that caters for a socially and economically diverse community. Parent
and student expectations with regard to career pathways are broad with a significant proportion of students aspiring to a tertiary
education.
The school offers an Integrated Curriculum program at year 7 which was extended to year 8 in 2012. The integrated program
combines the Key Learning Areas of Maths with Science (MASC) and Humanities with English (HUEN). In years 9 and 10 a
vertical program called Individual Learning Pathways (ILP) is offered. The program provides students with a choice of subject
areas to specialise within a Key Learning Area. Acceleration and consolidation opportunities are available through this program.
The School offers a broad Later Years program including VCE, VCAL (year 11), VET, School Based Apprenticeships and the
opportunity to extend in University studies. There is a strong careers and pathways program in place at the school and the school
is proud of the tracking of all students in later years. Geelong High School operates a House-based welfare system, with all
students strongly connected to their house. Our vertical home Group system allows students to move through from years 8
through 11 within the one pastoral care group.
The school has been approved for a major renovation, subject to Government funding. There is a wide range of buildings of
different ages, creating an eclectic yet functional set of facilities.

Student Learning
Student Outcomes for Geelong High
School show that the school is
performing similar to other Victorian
government schools. The school is
performing slightly above the middle of
the 60% band of all government school
in the areas of English and Mathematics
from Year 7-10 according to teacher
assessed VELS levels.
Our student NAPLAN results are also all
within the middle 60% band. Geelong
High School is consistently performing at
around the middle of the 60% band in the
areas of NAPLAN Numeracy and
Reading at both year 7 & 9. New
leadership appointments In 2011 focus
on improving student outcomes across
the school. Key elements of the Strategic
Plan, developed in 2012, include full
documentation of the curriculum,
progressive implementation of the
Australian Curriculum (AusVELS);
planning for effective pedagogy and
exploring the use of data to further
improve student outcomes in AusVELS,
and VCE in particular. Based on
NAPLAN results, the current Literacy
focus is on writing. The eLearning
Leader is supported by staff coaches and
over 50 student ‘PC Ambassadors’ to
support 1:1 learning across Y7-12.
Our VCE students continue to perform
within the expected band; however in
2012 we have noted a drop in the
Allstudy score and in the percentage of
students with study scores of 40 or more
after two years of improvement. Specific
PD around data and pedagogy are being
implemented to address these issues.

Student Engagement
and Wellbeing

Student Pathways
and Transitions

Year 7 students participate in a 2 day
Transition program to induct them into
life at Geelong High School. Transition is
further enhanced by visits to local feeder
schools, by transition and welfare staff.
Students are actively supported by class
and Home Group teachers, the Student
Well-being Team, House Leaders,
Welfare and Chaplaincy staff. PSD
students are further supported by a team
of staff both within and outside the
classroom according to their level of
need. A level of peer support is provided
by “PC Ambassadors” and a range of
student leaders including an active SRC.
A strong House system builds
connectedness which supports students
academically and behaviourally. A
number of key co-curricular events are
organised through the house system
including sport, debating and community
service. The school has a strong music
and performing arts program that is also
instrumental in building a sense of
belonging. In 2013 the school will
investigate a whole –school approach to
student management and Positive
Education as a vehicle for building
student well-being and important
character strengths for success.
Engagement within the classroom is
progressively being facilitated by the
st
adoption of 21 Century approaches to
learning including student-centred,
differentiated learning; use of 1:1
technology and contemporary pedagogy.
Student attendance data and student
opinion survey data is positive.

Geelong High School has a vertical
structure in the middle school (9 & 10) to
facilitate individual learning pathways. A
broad Later Years program provides
students with pathway options in VCE,
VCAL, VET and School Based
Apprenticeships. The Managed
Individual Pathways program,
Pathways team, House Leaders and
Home Group staff assist students to
develop Career Action Plans to support
transition into further education or the
workforce. Exit data continues to show
that the number of students going on to
further studies and full time work is within
the 60% band for Government schools.
The school continues to strengthen
relationships with Deakin University and
other local tertiary providers such as the
Gordon. The real retention data for years
7 – 10 has remained constant for the
past 8 years and is well above the state
median. The year 10 to year 11 retention
data has shown some decline but this
may be more a reflection that our
students have a significant number of
post year 10 options in Geelong which
are linked to training and education. The
year 10 exit destination shows that 90%
of the students who exit at year 10 go on
to further education and training. The
Careers Team at the school ensure that
all students have viable pathways on
exiting the school. The school will
investigate a Year 12 VCAL option
during 2013.
Parent opinion remains high.

For more detailed information regarding our school please visit our website at
www.geelonghigh.vic.edu.au

or view our 2012 Annual Report online at http://www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/SReg

