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SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS 
Not sure if your subscription is due? If your subscription is due, your newsletter will include a 
renewal slip. Many members have chosen the pre-paid option and will not need to renew at this 
time. Please check the membership date on your envelope. 
Subscriptions can be paid three different ways: by cheque made payable to Silver Gulls Alumni  
of Geelong High School Inc. or cash left at the school office or posted to the address at left, or by 
bank transfer to Silver Gulls Alumni Association of Geelong High School Inc., BSB 633-000, A/c No. 
150709806. 

The official newsletter of Silver Gulls, Alumni of Geelong High School Inc. (A0059004M)        No. 33, December, 2018 

PLEASE ADDRESS 

ALL 

CORRESPONDENCE 

TO: 

Silver Gulls, Alumni of 

Geelong High School 

Inc.  

29 Hosie Avenue,  

Bell Post Hill  VIC  3215 

or  

jenniferkc@bigpond 

.com.au 
 

All enquiries, story 

suggestions, etc., to 

Jenn Colquhoun 

(5278 3844) 

or the above email.  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Nineteen students from Naha Nishi school in 
Okinawa visited for what has become an 
annual event. The Naha students joined in 
with classes for some language emersion and 
cultural activities and enjoyed a barbecue 
lunch. It was a great experience for the 
organisers, staff, students and visitors.  
[See pics p.5] 
 

It was great to see the Geelong High School 
rowing squad take to the water for the first 
time in over 15 years. We have a keen team of 
rowers who are making excellent progress in 
developing their skills. Our thanks to the 
Barwon Rowing Club for providing the 
opportunity and support to enable this to 
happen.                                                               
 

GMHBA Stadium was abuzz when the 
exceptionally good looking Geelong High 
School Year 12 students and their parents 
celebrating the Graduation of the Class of 
2018 from Geelong High School.  

- Glenn Davey 

ANOTHER WHOPPER ISSUE 

Every best wish to all 

Silver Gulls members for a 

happy Christmas with 

your family and friends, 

and for a happy, healthy 

and prosperous year in 

2019. 
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Doug Mann  

Geoff. Brebner 
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 Masahito Nagahama, Principal of Naha Nishi School 

in Okinawa, pictured with Principal, Glenn Davey.  
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TERM 2018 

On Monday 15 October, as part of the 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Maths) program, 31 Years 
7 and 8 students took part in the 
Engineering Experience day Deakin 
University, Waurn Ponds.    

As part of this experience, students 
heard from engineering students and 
took part in a number of practical 
projects, building bridges to hold 
weight, buildings to withstand 
earthquakes and wind turbines that 
create electricity efficiently. They also 
had a tour of the great facilities like the 
high voltage lab, the virtual reality lab 
and other areas to get a feel of what 
university life might be like if they head 
down a STEM related pathway.  

Jobs with a STEM focus are being 
created at a very high rate and students 
that choose this pathway will have 
access to jobs that are challenging, well 
paid and located all over the world. 
Geelong High School  recognises this 
and we are working hard to make sure 
all our students get as much exposure 
to STEM as possible. 

Jason d'Offay  
STEM Coordinator 

Thirteen 13 girls School attended 
a Power of Engineering event at 
Deakin University. This initiative is 
aimed at engaging and inspiring young 
people to create the future and change 
the world through engineering. It was 
also hoped to expose female high 
school students to engineering and 
encourage them to consider it as a 
potential career choice. The group was 
addressed by Dr Collette Burke, 
Victoria’s Chief Engineer, who shared 
her experiences in engineering and 
working within the construction 
industry as well as her role within the 
State Government, in overseeing major 
projects. The girls then participated in 
workshops focusing on the future of 
public transport, car design and safety 
and robotics.                                            

The Year 9 GPEP students have spent 
four days in Lilla, an Aboriginal 
community just out of Kings Canyon, 
Central Australia. They hiked the 
mountains, explored the land, tried 
kangaroo tail and goanna, and learned 
about Indigenous culture. The group 
also visited Yulara and explored Uluru 
and Kata-Tjuta (The Olgas).   

Students helped 
out at the Winged 
Horse Equine 
Welfare Inc., a not 
for profit 
registered charity 
that helps horses 
and ponies in 
Australia through 
raising awareness 
about issues 
related to animal 
welfare, rescuing 
and rehabilitating 
horses at risk, then 
re-homing to 
caring homes.  

  Annual music 

concert (October). 

 Oskar Hindson  

(Year 8) performed in 

the Geelong Ballet 

Centre’s Annual 

Concert. Oskar 

undertakes 

approximately 15 hours 

per week of ballet 

training out of school 

hours. 
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 Ethan and Lachlan, (Year 11) have 
both won the 2018 Best VET in 
Schools Student Award from The 
Gordon. This award is based on 
attitude and effort in class, skill level 
and completion of Structured 
Workplace Learning. Additionally, 
Ethan has picked up an 
apprenticeship. 

 The Doctors in Secondary Schools 
program resumed in Term 4 and 
operates every Tuesday with Dr. 
Phoebe Collyer, Nurse Amanda 
Patterson and Gatsby the therapy dog. 

 Blake (Year 8) recently completed the 
Murray River Mini Marathon, 50km 
in one day! In November, he 
competed in the Mighty Murray 
Marathon that is 404km over five 
days. He was part of a Scouts team 
that placed 4th out of 26 teams  and 
raised more than $1,000 for 
Headspace. 

Congratulations ... 

 Ebony Smith (Year 7) excelled at the 
Geelong Royal Show with two 2nd 
places on Holly and 1st, 2nd, 5th and 
6th on James.                                       

The R U OK Filmmaking Workshop run 
by noted Australian Actor/Director 
Steve Bastoni (UNDERBELLY/WATER 
RATS/MATRIX RELOADED) and Actor/
Director Frank Lotito (STINGERS/A 
SECRET LIFE OF US/GROWING UOP 
SMITH) was a great success! 

During the day over 20 students from 
Geelong High School and the 
community learnt the art of filmmaking 
by writing, directing and producing 
their own short film which explored 
issues of loneliness and social isolation.  

It was a fantastic opportunity for 
students to work with and learn from 
industry professionals with experience 
in making films and television shows 
both within Australia and Hollywood. 

- John Foss (Media/Art/Design 
Teacher) 

▲ As part of the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
program, Year 8 students have visited the 
BioLab in Belmont to undertake a 
program called 'Skin Deep'.   Students 
learnt all about the largest organ in the 
human body and how it changes and 
reacts during sport and physical activity. 

Students had the opportunity to use some 
really cool equipment like digital 
microscopes, data loggers, thermal 
imaging cameras and a device that 
estimates the surface area and mass of 
each person's skin.                                    

 The Year 8 Girls Tennis team won through to the state finals after winning both 
the Geelong and Western Metropolitan zone competitions. They went on to win 
the Melbourne State Championship in November.    

 Bottom Photo: The Year 8 Girls Tennis team, Summer Lehmann, Amy-Lea 

 Westwick, Holly Sutherland, Alex Tidlacka and Aysia Sweetten. 

STEM related skills are now required in 
75% of jobs and this will increase over 
time as technology becomes an even 
bigger part of our lives. A lot of STEM 
related pathways offer large salaries, 
great working conditions and 
challenging work.                                      
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GEELONG TECH SCHOOL 
Official opening, October, 2018 
Over the last three years Geelong High School, in  

collaboration with other partner schools across Geelong,  

has helped plan for and develop the Geelong Tech School.  

This school is unlike regular schools for a number of reasons.  

Students won’t be enrolled at the Tech School. Instead schools 

will book in groups of students to attend for a day or two as 

part of a bigger project that they’ll complete back at their 

home schools. The Tech School will also host millions of dollars 

worth of equipment and facilities that schools simply can’t 

afford on their own. 

All of this work culminated with the centre being officially 

opened by the Deputy Minister for Education, and our very 

own Geelong High School students helped to showcase the 

event. Ebony Storrar did a fantastic job as MC for the event, 

and Clare Adams, Brandon Richmond-Craig and Max Roncon 

all worked really well on projects in collaboration with students 

from Christian College which they demonstrated to principals, 

politicians, industry partners and other school leaders as part 

of the day’s event. 

The centre is one of ten being opened across Victoria to help 

address the shortage of people trained in STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Maths) related fields. It is these fields 

that make up the majority of new jobs across Victoria, and 

across the world. 

As part of the STEM program at Geelong High School, we will 

be sending a number of classes to the Tech School over the 

coming months and integrating the projects and activities into 

our already rich curriculum to help promote STEM and the job 

opportunities that these areas provide. 

Jason d’Offay (STEM Coordinator) 

  Student representatives from the Geelong schools 

who attended the official opening and who will attend 

special classes at the new Geelong Tech. 

[I don’t know who all the students are but I do know that 

my granddaughter, Ella, is on the left right up the back in 

the bottom photo.] 

▲The Year 9 Positive Engagement and Community Service 
Program met ‘Bluey’, Geelong’s very own Orange Sky Laundry 
Van. The group studied a unit on Homeless-ness earlier in the 
semester and raised over $1500 for those experiencing 
Homelessness and in need. Half of the money will go to 
purchasing goods for The Outpost meal service and the other 
half to Orange Sky Laundry (https://orangesky.org.au/). 

.  
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 The Geelong 
High School Ginger 
Bread Raffle ran 
again this year by 
Barwon House to 
raise funds for 
Beyond Blue. 

HAVE YOU NOTICED? ... 
… the current school stories have changed from mostly 
dot-pointed items to proper little stories, usually 
accompanied by a photograph. This is because the 
school’s fortnightly Parent Bulletin format has changed 
and is now digital. It is available from the Geelong High 
School web site. Check it out — http://
www.geelonghigh.vic.edu.au/new/home 

END OF YEAR CELEBRATIONS 
The Year 12 Graduating Class of 18 enjoyed a formal dinner with their teachers and parents as well as the customary cross-
dressing and other activities involving water and cling wrap.                                                                                                                 

 The Japanese visitors and our students in Japanese traditional dress. 

▲ The Barwon Respect Netball Cup involves Year Nine 
students from schools across Geelong participating in 
workshops exploring issues of consent, gender equity, the role 
of the bystander and the impact of attitudes and behaviours, 
followed by a mixed round-robin netball competition. 

Geelong High School was represented by 14 of our finest year 
9 students. On the day they participated respectfully and 
learnt some valuable lifelong lessons. They also won the 
netball cup, a three-peat to be proud of. 
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NEWS 

 

Getting rid of Geelong High School one brick at a time.    
The 108 year old red bricks that once formed Rooms 3—9 are available now. 
Ask at the Administration Office. 

 EMILY GIBSON 
(2017)  completed 
her VCE, as well as  
her Certificate II in 
Electro-technology 
course where she 
was the only 
female in the class.  

[Harrison Tippet, 

Geelong Addy,        

1st November, 2018] 

▲ ANDREW WARD (1998) at the Geelong Piano Bar 
accompanying David Fox on the piano … with a piano that 
sounded more like a doorbell. 

 ROBERT HARDIE 
(2002) is Policy 
Director for NSW 
Farmers which 
seems to 
constantly take 
him all over the 
state 

▲ More news about BEN HENZGEN (2001)  

written by Noel Murphy in the Geelong Addy,  

1st December, 2018. 
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  MARGARET HEARD CLARK (1959, right) and Marg Linley 
took part in the Aussie Backyard Bid Count to identify which 
of the nation’s 800-odd bird species re found in the region. 

[Tamara McDonald, Geelong Addy, 20th October, 2018] 

JENNIFER CROMARTY (1987) is Geelong 
Creative president and has established the 
Makers’ Hub in Centrepoint Arcade, in 
order to  support and highlight creative 
industries. It demonstrates how art, 
science, technology and design can 
interweave. The Hub provides 3D printers, 
a podcast studio, laser etches and runs 
workshops regularly.  Recording, video and 
photography studios are being 
constructed. 

[Kate Johnstone, Creative City, Geelong Addy, 

19th October, 2018] 

  STEPHANIE 
STEFANOVIC  
(2016,) pictured 
with her 
teacher Amber 
Beasley, was 
delighted to be 
this year’s 
recipient of a 
Gordon Beauty 
Therapy 
Scholarship. 
These funds will 
go a long way in 
supporting 
Stephanie’s 
ability to learn 
and grow her 
skills as a 
beauty 
therapist.   

 Georgie Kostikidis Drijver (Staff 

1995—2008) with her dog, Arnold. 

▲ Congratulations DARYL HAUENSTEIN (Staff 1983—2015) came 
1st in the 1km beach run for the 60-64 age group at the World 
Surf Life Saving championships in Adelaide, in wild weather 
conditions.  

  Sean de Booy (2001) with his 

wife, Georgie. 

  STEPHEN MACKLIN 
(Staff  2003—2004) made 
his directorial debut with 
the Geelong Repertory 
Theatre’s production of 
Noel Coward’s Private 
Lives. 
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  CHRISTINE TSOKUZOFSKI (2009) 
pictured at the Geelong Cup. 

▲OLIVIA PERON (2104) attended the 
Help 4 Little Heroes Fundraiser at 
Federal Mills. Money raised went to 
three organisations that help children 
dealing with illness. 

▲▲ A book about SUSAN SUTTON (Staff 
1967—1971) was launched at the 
Metropolis Gallery in Ryrie Street. Susan’s 
work depicts the Geelong and Great Ocean 
Road coastline. ▲On 13th September, TERRY 

McMAHON (Staff 1967—1970) 
remembered his father’s cousin who 
carried wounded soldiers nearly 2km 
to safety 100 years ago. 

[Geelong Advertiser, 13th September. 

Story Olivia Shying, photo Alison 

Wynd]           

▲ Squashed in the middle of this photo of 
Geelong’s diversity is Dame Edna Average 
(Elaine Valentine (1958). The event was 
the 2nd Annual Humans in Geelong at 
Deakin University where 45 exhibitors, 17 
guest speakers and 12 live performances 
celebrated our region’s diversity. 

  2017 School Captain Jenna 

Funston is studying Biomedicine at 

Latrobe University. 

Congratulations Lachlan Salter 
(2016) who has successfully 
gained a Govern-ment scholarship 
to study in Japan in 2019. The 
application process included 
providing two academic referees, 
writing an essay and an interview. 
He is currently studying Japanese 
at Swin-burne University and was 
top scorer in Year 12 due to 
excellent study habits. 

▲AARON HYATT (1992) is City of 
Geelong’s Lawn Bowls No. 1 ranked 
skipper with six wins out of seven 
matches. 
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THE ALUMNI PROGRAM 

From Ian Willey (1964-1967) 

I am hoping to find out about possible 
reunions.  I am coming up to 67; when I 
was 46 I organised a reunion of 
classmates from around 64-66 and it 
was a great night.   

I am in the mood for another one, but 
having been out of the country for a 
number of years I have lost all my 
contacts from those days.  I am 
originally from Portarlington so the 
Geelong crowd have kind of dissipated 
somewhat.   

Do you have anything that might help 
me get started, some names I might 
make contact with?  I know it’s a bit 
vague but this is my first attempt so I 
am starting from scratch. 

I would very much appreciate any help 
you may be able to provide. 

Anyone who would like to contact Ian 
can ring him: 0410 714 351. 

▲KENDYL COLLINS (2015) shared her experiences working in a male-dominated 
industry as an Apprentice Diesel Mechanic. Congratulations on being such a trail 
blazer for Women in Trade and for highlighting the diverse range of career 
opportunities that exist at William Adams Cat.              

From Nancy Lewis Price (1957—1960) 

Thank you so much for a wonderful 
edition (No. 32). Great to have news of 
1960 but so sorry to hear of the death 
of my fellow Head Prefect, Darryl 
Morrison. It was great to have an 
update on Darryl’s wife Betty. We were 
prefects together in 1960 and I really 
appreciated her friendship.  

Keep up the great work. 

[Thank you, Nancy. Darryl appears in 
this issue as well.] 

 Joseph Deneka (2015) and Nic 

Cameron (2016) came back to school 

as part of the Alumni program and are 

pictured with current student, Teri 

Doran (2017). 

JESSICA LEAMING (School Captain, 
2012). Jess attended Geelong High 
School  2007—2012. She was active in 
the Performing Arts Department and 
appeared in The Tribe (2009),  The 
Crucible (2011) and One Sweet Dream 
(2012). 

Jess has a Bachelor of Education 
(Primary). Being most interested in 
acting, she has completed a few NIDA 
short term courses and learnt film 
techniques from Mooregrace Acting 
Studios (now Grace Acting Studios) in 
Geelong where she now teaches young 
children and teenagers. Jess loves 
Theatre sports and has won a few local 
theatre sports .                                        

Recently, Alumni Co-ordinator Tanja 

Dunat-Timms, interviewed Jess: 

What are one of your fondest memories 

of your time at Geelong High School? 

 I have so many fond memories at 

GHS, I thoroughly enjoyed my 

educational experience at this school. 

Some fond memories that come to mind 

would be getting to go to Japan twice, 

once with classmates through the 

school’s Japanese program and the other 

through being selected to go on a study 

program with 19 others from around 

Victoria. We were the first graduating 

Japanese class in 2012.  

 Another would have to be being 

selected to be School Captain in my 

graduating year and the leadership 

opportunities that came from that. I was 

also fortunate to be involved with SRC 

roles over the years too.  

 GHS gave me so many opportunities 

to explore and figure out what pathway 

I might like to take from Year 7 through 

to Year 12. I enjoyed being able to 

partake in a range of classes including 

textiles, metal work, wood work, 

cooking, art, sport, drama, Japanese, 

etc.,  my favourite being drama and the 

opportunities this experience would 

bring both in and out of school. I 

partook in many school plays 

throughout my schooling, my favourite 

being able to play Helena in One Sweet 

Dream, Doug Mann’s adaptation of 

Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream and The Beatles, Abby Road 

album.                                   

[cont. p.13] 

 

[from p.9] 

 

Professor P. John Williams (1965-
1969), wrote requesting information 
about the Silver Gulls Alumni 
Association. John (BA DipEd MA PhD 
FITEEA) is the Director of Graduate 
Research, STEM Education Research 
Group, School of Education, Curtin 
University in Western Australia. 

[At the time of writing John is in 
Geelong and visiting his old school.] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WilliamAdamsCAT/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARC_n9OUEhGyIxSvaQowHI1mBabW56ObzWi45ihCzkz4qQ-ZJgKZaVdhON_DjdZkuPCEP8CRYV6sKh3E&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBUpXrAwsSbCqFCNA6Z6LMbwpr6kUugHc4EmSisTYR0EXSJwlwpW7pMRsRUiiRFfwq7G6ihnyBVT60zKd0m_sMQ
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UPGRADE NEWS   

October 
Works are now beginning to accelerate after the interruption 
with the asbestos removal works. The cost of removing 
previously unknown asbestos has now exceeded $800,000.  In 
terms of other costs associated with latent conditions we are 
still within contingency. 

We have made approaches to the Victorian Schools Building 
Authority (VSBA) to have this cost taken out of the project and 
they have made approaches to the Minister. 

At the last Project Control Group (PCG) meeting the decision 
was made that we would instruct the builder not to do any 
planning or make any commitments for works beyond Stage 
two. This is to ensure that the builder does not commit to 
further costs associated with Stage three until we know where 
we sit financially. The overall project is currently sitting at 50% 
completed. When we reach 80% completion of Stage two we 
will see where we sit financially and make decisions about 
what we want completed within Stage three. 

We are expecting the first floor to be put in place  soon. The 
builders are currently preparing the existing building to 
receive the hollow core concrete planks. Once these are put in 
place a concrete slab will be poured on top of them and then 
the structural steel will be put in place for the second level. 

The ducting and air transfer units will be fitted after the first 
floor is poured. 

The walkway around the courtyard on the first floor level is 
now taking shape along with the supporting columns. A glass 
wall will be place on the edge of the walkway so that you can 
look into and out of the new library. 

Completion date for Stage 2A is now 30 May 2019. This means 
that we will move into the newly refurbished Kroger building 
on this date and then works will commence demolishing the 
Administration Building and completing the hard landscaping 
on the south side of Kroger. 

Due to the discovery of unanticipated additional quantities of 
asbestos within the Kroger (main) Building and associated 
latent conditions, the cost of construction has increased.  This 
has resulted in the Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) 
placing a block on proceeding with Stage 3 of the rebuild, 
involving the removal of all remaining asbestos, refurbishment 
of the Vague and Winstanley Wings,  landscaping and flood 
mitigation works, until Stage 2 is completed.   The estimated 
cost of completing Stage 3 is an additional $3 million.  School 
Council met with the local member, Christine Couzens MP, to 
express its concern at the possibility that the project, as 
envisioned and communicated to the community, was 
potentially at risk of not being delivered. Ms Couzens’ 
response was positive in that she assured council that the 
Andrew’s Labor government will ensure that the project is 
finished as promised.  She was very confident this issue can be 
addressed in the next state budget, if not before.   

 

 
It is not the beauty of a building you should look at; 

its the construction of the foundation that will stand 

the test of time.  

David Allan Coe 
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November  
A 200 tonne crane lifted the hollow core concrete planks that 
are for the first floor of the Kroger Building. 

The main focus has been on preparing the first floor slab for 
pouring and the installation of the air-conditioning system for 
the Kroger Building and the Year Seven building. This is being 
funded by the school at a cost of $750,000. This system will be 
powered by solar energy during the day from our own 10kw 
solar PV system. 

The new heat pump air-conditioning system will both heat and 
cool buildings with a BMS (Building Management System) 
ensuring the most efficient use of electricity. It will bring in fresh 
air to mix with the conditioned air resulting in a much better 
environment. The $750,000 contribution by the school will pay 
for the system and provide excellent conditions in the Kroger 
Building and Year Seven building.  

The first floor slab has been poured The pour commenced at 
5:00 am and took the whole day to complete.  The total weight 
of concrete is 850 tonnes which was delivered by 26 concrete 
trucks throughout the day. 15 concreters were involved. 

The structural steel is being erected on the slab to form the first 
floor structure. 

You can design and create, and build the most wonderful place in the world. But it takes people to make the dream 

a reality. 
Walt Disney 
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JUDITH FISHER (1951) 
d. 7th October, 2018, 82 years 

Judith wrote in What’s Your Story? (2010) ... 

My student days at Geelong High School were limited to two terms due to the fact I had not 
attended a normal school for approximately six years. I had correspondence lessons for the 
remainder of primary school, due to rheumatic fever bouts, and then the years in Japan were 
also based on correspondence lessons. 

In 1947 my mother, brother and I sailed on the M.V. 'Merkur' to Japan to join my father who 
was an armourer with 77 Squadron, R.A.A.F. as part of the British Commonwealth Occupation 
Force. We arrived on 12th October and our first base was at Bofu for six months before the 
squadron transferred to the permanent base of Iwakuni. We remained there until the outbreak 
of the Korean War in 1950 and returned to Australia in September on the S.S. 'Changte'. (As a 
footnote to that period, the American Air Force moved onto the Iwakuni base during the early 
months of the Korean War, and are still there.) 

Despite leaving secondary school at the minimum age, I graduated from Deakin University in 
1987 as a Mature Age Student, majoring in Literature and Australian Studies. 

I had originally gone overseas in 1958 as part of the Australian experience. Thirty two years 
elapsed before returning in 1992. This was followed by 1995, 1998 (for 80th celebrations at 
Villers Bretonneux), 2001, 2003 and 2008 for the 90th anniversary at Villers Bretonneux. 

T.I. Higgins was a family friend; I grew up calling him 'Uncle Joe.' His sister loaned me the 
surviving diaries and I used them to retrace part of his World War One experiences during an 
overseas trip. In 2008 I joined a battlefields tour and attended The Last Post Service at the 
Menin Gate in Ypres. Laying flowers for Uncle Joe as part of the ceremony was, for me, one of 
my proudest moments and certainly one that was emotion charged. 

Judith wrote two children’s books based on the Geelong bollards and donated a copy of each 
book to the Geelong High School library. 

Judith is survived by her two sons, Jon and Bruce Mullinder. 

 

Judith Fisher (1951) pictured at the High Tea for the Women of Empire 1914-1918 exhibition 

at the National Wool Museum. Judith is holding one of her Little Bandsmen). 

DARRYL MORRISON (1955-1960)                                                        
A story written by Tamara McDonald of the Geelong Advertiser on 
29th September adds to the information previously published in 
Silver Gulls No. 32. Darryl died on 1st September, 2018. 

Darryl trained at Geelong Teachers’ College and Melbourne 
Teachers’ College and taught at numerous schools including Alvie, 
Colac West and Norlane. 

He was a lecturer at GTC and studied commerce and law. In 1990 
he became the first Masters of Commerce/Law graduate from 
Deakin University. Darryl went on to teach at Newcomb HS where 
he became and expert in Legal Studies and helped write the first 
legal studies course for VCE. He was a VCE marker and co-ordinate 
assessment in the Geelong Region. Moving on to Geelong 
Grammar, Darryl taught Legal Studies and sailing.  

He was well known in the Geelong sailing community; he was a 
platinum member of 58 years with the Royal Geelong Yacht Club 
and was given Honorary Life Membership earlier this year. Darryl 
competed in the Queenscliff to Devonport race as well as the 
Sydney to Hobart race. 

Darryl had three loves: his family, his academic work and his 
sailing.   
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I definitely took advantage of every extracurricular activity 

that came up from sporting events and leadership 

responsibilities to improvisational competitions ...we won The 

Golden Gnome theatre sports competition in 2011 against 

other theatre companies around Geelong, another fond 

memory.   

 

You are one busy individual! Tell us a little bit about your 

role at Bellaire Primary School and Grace Acting Studios. 

 This year I took on a performing arts teacher role, teaching 

music, dance and drama to children in Prep-Grade 6. I have 

learnt so much in this role in regards to teaching and bring 

more drama elements into the school curriculum, my area of 

expertise. I look forward to taking what I have learnt in this 

role to other future jobs and my CRT (Casual Relief Teacher) 

work next year.  

 Grace Acting Studios has given me access to so many 

experiences including landing the job at Bellaire Primary 

School at the start of the year. At Grace Acting studios I teach 

a range of classes including Kids, Tweens and Teens aged 5-

19. When we used to run adult classes before we decided to 

specialise and focus on youth, I also took a couple of beginner 

adult classes from time to time.  

 At the studio I teach improvisational and film and TV 

techniques. I also teach a range of different methods 

throughout the year including Laban, Animal work, 

Shakespeare, Sensory, American Accent, etc. I teach a total of 

ten classes throughout the week, six kid and tween classes and 

five teen classes. We run a Burger Workshop over the summer 

for kids and teens aged 9-14 which is always a lot of fun.  

 I have had the privilege of working alongside and being 

trained by so many talented teachers over the years including 

Kirsty Reilly, Maria Angelico and Emily Wheaton who have 

trained me in many different forms.  

 Grace Acting Studios has helped me gain such confidence 

and given me access and knowledge in the industry which has 

put me in the position I am in today. I am lucky to have a job 

that allows me to grow and succeed in my passions. I have 

gained connections and experience working as an actor and 

model on many different sets for a variety of jobs and have 

been working in conflict resolution jobs as an actor which 

tests your ability to be able to commit emotionally over and 

over again in a training environment for other employees. 

What I have learnt in my experience at and through the studio, 

I try to give back to my students so they get similar 

opportunities and experiences.  

 

You are also working on something really exciting, a mini-

series: ‘Sitting Ducks’, where you have been writing, 

producing and directing. Can you provide a synopsis for your 

series and share with us your inspiration behind this project? 

 Sitting Ducks is a four part, original sci-fi thriller/drama set 

in a semi-rural Australian town during the 1990’s. A group of 

young friends spend the night in an abandoned caravan telling 

scary stories and local folklore, when they are suddenly 

ambushed by mysterious attackers. They escape, but some 

members are not quite the same as before. Rushing to solve 

the mystery of their friends’ strange behaviour, they are 

suddenly thrust into a strange world of danger and intrigue. 

The group must use every resource they have to get to the 

bottom of a series of shady occurrences within their town 

before they too become victims of the town’s dark past. 

Sitting Ducks was written with the vision of creating a short 

mini/web series that showcases local acting and production 

talent, as well as bringing an original concept to fruition at the 

highest possible quality.  

 

As an actor, I wanted to start venturing out in other creative 

areas and roles so that I could create my own work. When 

considering going back to study in film and TV, I figured I would 

rather put time, effort and money into a project with other 

likeminded individuals who wanted to expand themselves 

creatively.  Through networking I got a production team on 

board to bring the series to life and so far we have shot the first 

two episodes with more filming to occur over late December and 

January.  When beginning to write this series I started out 

as a fun project that I didn’t intend to do anything with. I 

followed my impulse to type up a short film which over time and 

with the discussion with my other writers has now turned into the 

project it is today. I have a passion for teaching and training 

young actors; there are many in Geelong and so that was also in 

mind during writing, to create something that showcases young, 

local talent as there aren’t a lot of opportunities for them to do so. 

Other aims include: 

 To support and build the local acting and creative community 

in regional Victoria. 

 To promote the region as both an artistic hub and emphasise 

the value of its unique environment. 

 To create a free web series that is available for all and/or 

depending on how it turns out, to pitch the series to companies 

such as Stan, Netflix and local Australian free to air television 

stations such as SBS or ABC. 

 To create a professional, high quality production on a low 

budget that is something we can all be proud of, including the 

local community and those involved outside of the core team.  

 Give experience for those who are passionate about film and 

television and looking to enter the industry, and to expand the 

breadth of their previous experience. 

 

Producing a mini-series is no easy feat. What are some of the 

successes you have achieved? What have learned along the way?  

 We definitely made it difficult for ourselves trying to 

incorporate so many elements into the series: shooting at night, 

with children, in the bush, in a small caravan, set in the 90s and 

20s, special effects makeup, etc. My next project won’t nearly be 

as difficult.  

 Have a strong team who understand and have the same vision 

as you. I am very fortunate to have a dedicated and passionate 

team which was something we made sure of when casting and 

gathering crew together. Past and present GHS students/

teachers who are involved in the project include: my long time 

Geelong High School and work friend, Shani Clarke [2012], 

who has a huge part in helping to bring the series to life as our 

Assistant Director. I don’t know what I would do without her. 

Mienna Brown [2012], who I have known since I moved to 

Australia from New Zealand in 2005 and went to Geelong 

High School with, is our wardrobe stylist. Michaela Gunn 

[current] is gaining experience on set as our Runner and we 

also wrote in a small role for her because we loved her 

audition so much. Another person involved in the project is 

Doug Mann [ex-staff] who will also make an appearance in 

the series. 

 Take every opportunity you get. We were on Sunrise, BayFM 

and in the Surf Coast Times to promote our series. We didn’t 

intend to get such publicity but embraced these moments and 

appreciated them greatly.  

 I have never been great with time management, it is a 

weakness of mine and am learning to get better with this on 

set. Having a realistic awareness of how long it will take to get 

a shot done is important as you don’t want to waste time and 

have people work overtime.   

 I always knew how important continuity is on set but have 

learnt to be even more thorough with this after discovering a 

few errors when watching footage back.  

 I am so proud of my team. To create something of such a 

standard in detail for most of us, our first time in working on this 

particular project, is amazing.                                    [cont. p.14] 

[from p.13] 
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CANTEEN 
The canteen is now operated by dal 
Café & Catering. Here’s their menu 
offerings. 
 

Breakfast from 8.00 am  
Yoghurt, Fruit Muesli Cups $3.50  

Egg and Bacon Muffin $3.50  
Roll $4.00  
Toasted Sandwiches $4.00  

 

Available at Recess  
dal sausage Rolls $3.50  
dal Vegie Rolls $3.50  
Ham/Cheese Croissants $4.00  
Mini Chicken Wraps $3.50  
Toasted Sandwiches $4.00  
Garlic & Cheese Subs $2.00  
 

Available at Lunch  
Pasta of the Day small $3.50 large $5.00  
Lasagna $5.00  
Salad of the Day small $3.50 large $5.00  
Toasted Focaccia of the Day $5.00  
Wedges with Sour Cream $5.00  
Hot Dogs $3.50  
Toasted Wrap of the Day $5.00  
Sushi Rolls (Wed & Friday) $2.80  
Salad Rolls $4.00  
Mini Wraps $2.80  
Meat & Salad Roll $4.00  
Pies $4.00  
Nachos $5.00  
Chips & Gravy $5.00  
 

Available all Day  
Fruit Salad $3.00 Yoghurt, fruit and muesli cup $3.50  
Cookies $2.50  
Truffles $2.50  
Slices Hedgehog/lemon/caramel $2.50  
Sweet Muffins $4.00  
Fresh Fruit $1.00  
Jelly Cups $2.00  
Chocolate Mousse $3.00  
Dip Packs $3.00  
 

Drinks Made To Order  
Milkshakes $4.50  
Iced Coffee/ Iced Chocolate $4.50  
Spiders $4.50  
Thickshakes $5.00  
Ice creams available  
 

Cold Drinks  
Water 600ml $2.50  
Sparkling Mineral Water Apple & Raspberry/ Orange/ 
Lemon & Lime $3.00  
Nippy Juices Orange/Apple/Pineapple 250ml $1.60  
Nippy Flavoured Milks Chocolate/Strawberry/iced-coffee/
Honeycomb 250ml $1.80 375ml $2.80  
Lipton Iced Tea Lemon or Peach 500ml $3.80  
Coke (can) $2.70  

I am very grateful for the support of our local community and 

those who have donated to help us get the project up and 

going. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

 We spent a long time casting, about two weeks of auditions 

and callbacks. The auditions were open as we wanted everyone 

to have an opportunity to experience this and for most, it was 

their first audition experience. This was a success and 

something I am glad we didn’t rush. I have learn how 

important it is to have the right people for the right job. We 

changed the gender of our lead to a female because we were so 

impressed with her audition. Being flexible and allowing for 

change is very important in many areas of film making. 

 Feel free to follow us on Facebook or Instagram for any 

upcoming posts or information about the series: 

https://www.facebook.com/sittingduckswebseries/ 

www.instagram.com/sittingduckswebseries  

 

How do you manage your time/maintain balance? Are there 

any personal attributes you developed during your secondary 

school years that you feel are important now? 

 I do at times struggle to keep a balance and overwork 

myself which I am still learning to take control and balance of. 

I have spent my first four years out of school at university 

studying my Bachelor of Education and juggled any acting and 

modelling work that came up during this time. Over these 

years I took holidays to take a break from work and study. 

Some holidays were more local to Australia such as the Gold 

Coast and the Blue Mountains/Sydney. One year I went to 

many countries across Europe and that was an amazing 

experience. My Europe holiday was non-stop travel though so 

it wasn’t like it was a relaxing holiday, but still good to get 

away and do something different. Travel is a great way to 

discover new things about yourself and to give a new outlook 

on life. It also helps me creatively. I am definitely due for 

another holiday soon. I also head home to New Zealand every 

couple of years to be with family. Seeing family and visiting 

my childhood hometown of Mount Manganui is quite 

grounding for me. It reminds you what’s important in life: my 

family and friends’ health and wellbeing and keeping these 

relationships strong. Since high school you tend to lose touch 

with some friends because people move on to do different 

things and I don’t physically have time to maintain them all 

whilst meeting and gaining new friendships. I do believe the 

friends I do have from high school and even primary school 

are people who lift me up. You don’t have a lot of time for 

people who don’t make you feel good about yourself. So I 

guess, friends, family and travel or at least day trips to keep me 

grounded and slow down my busy schedule.  

 Other short term ways for me to ensure I take a break 

include going for a surf, playing soccer over winter, seeing 

movies, lunch or dinner with family and friends, etc. Fresh air 

and exercise definitely help me to realise a lot of frustrations 

and gives me clarity when my mind is occupied with stressors. 

I am also fortunate to have a partner who checks in on my 

health and wellbeing and keeps me grounded. I guess what I 

am saying is take breaks to do the things you enjoy that aren’t 

work related. School taught me a lot over the years and has 

helped to shape me to be the person I am today. If I could 

advise anything, follow your passions and do what makes you 

happy. Work doesn’t feel like work when you enjoy it enough. 

As the saying goes, “Do what you love and you never work a 

day in your life,” or something like that.  

Jessica Leaming  

[Thanks, Jess.] 

ONE FINAL THING:  MANY THANKS to all the people who provide ‘fodder’ for this publication  … those who advise of obituaries, 

of things in the newspapers, exies and current staff who post on Facebook,  and the Alumni Program. 

Without you, this quarterly newsletter would probably only be half the size it is. 

https://www.facebook.com/sittingduckswebseries/
http://www.instagram.com/sittingduckswebseries

