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Dates to Remember
28 February 2020
Interschool swimming
6 March 2020
School Council nominations
close 4pm

Welcome
Mobile Phone Ban - Thank You for Your support
Parent support for the new state wide mobile phone policy has been overwhelmingly
positive. We thank you sincerely for supporting the school to introduce the ban by
attending the school at the end of the day to collect the confiscated phone. We do
appreciate that having to collect the phones is an inconvenience for parents, however the
net benefit in the classroom in terms of increased student time on task and reduced conflict
has been very noticeable. Around the school too, students seem more active and engaged
with their peers. Students and teachers have remarked on the positive impacts. Since the
policy has been introduced we have confiscated on average 9 phones per day (less than 1%
of the school population). In recent days this number has dropped to around 5 per day.
Reminder – School Council Nominations
We have vacancies for three parent representatives on school council. We are looking for
parents with drive and ideas to participate in the oversight of school policy and finances.
Training is provided so no prior experience is necessary.

11 March 2020
Silver Gulls alumni AGM
12 March 2020
Year 7 Immunisations
16 March 2020
Parents and Friends AGM

Current representatives are eligible to re-apply for the two year term. Contact the school
on 5225 4100 or drop into the Administration Office to collect a nomination form.
Nominations close Friday 6 March 4.00pm.
Coming Events & Invitation
Silver Gulls Alumni AGM – Wednesday 11 March – 6pm in the Kroger Building

27 March 2020
End of Term 1

(supper provided)

13 April 2020
Easter Monday

(supper provided)

Parents & Friends AGM – Monday 16 March 5.30pm in the Kroger Building

Glenn Davey
Geelong High
School Official

Principal

Update Contact Details

administration

From time to time we need to contact parents as a matter of urgency. At these times it is
critical that we have up-to-date information e.g. contact details and emergency contacts.
If you have changed your details recently, either mobile phone, email, address or
emergency contacts please log onto Compass and update your details. If you require
assistance with accessing Compass please contact the Administration Office.
Family Statement of Fees
The Term 1 family statement of fees will be emailed to families the week commencing
Monday, 24 February 2020. Please note that 2020 Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds
(CSEF) are still being processed and will not be available on your family statement until the
middle of March.
Family statements include information regarding unallocated funds attached to your family. If
you have any credit notes, unallocated receipts or CSEF credits, they are now listed
separately.
The balance owing on your account is in the ‘total outstanding invoices’ line. Please contact
the Administration Office at any time if you wish to discuss payment options.
Public Announcements
Please be aware that public announcements over the PA system can not be made during
class time. Announcements are made at the following times:
before school, recess, lunch and after school
If your child is required to leave school early please log onto Compass to approve an early or
late pass. Always arrange to meet your child at the Administration Office. Staff are unable to
leave the office to collect students unless under extreme circumstances, so pre-arrangement
is essential.
Student ID Card
All students are required to bring along their Student ID card with them to School. Please note
that Year 7 and any new students ID cards should be available before the end of Term 1.
Existing 2019 student ID cards are valid until 1 April 2020.

Students use the kiosk with their ID card for the following:


Late Arrival

Early Departure



Print Top Ups

Check Schedules



Photo Orders

Medical Action Plans
Thank you to the parents and students who have dropped off their reviewed, up-to-date
Action Plans. If you have a student at Geelong High School with a medical condition, it is
extremely important that we have a plan signed by a medical doctor to help us help you
manage the condition. Action plans are required for anaphylaxis, diabetes, epilepsy, asthma
and allergies.
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On Wednesday 12 February, Year 12 Corio House enjoyed dinner at Edge Restaurant in Geelong. This annual dinner is a great way to celebrate the start of the school year. While a small group, what they lack in
numbers they make up in Personality! Wishing Year 12 Corio a fantastic start to the what we hope is a very
successful year.

Ocean Grove Year 7 Beach Day Corio
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Secondary School Vaccine Program
The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to Year 7 and 10 students. These vaccines provide protection against:
Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whopping cough) – one dose for Year 7 students
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for Year 7 students – 6 months apart
Meningococcal A,C,W,Y – one dose for Year 10 students
Local councils deliver the program and schools distribute the information and consent card booklets.
The Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009 authorises secondary schools to provide their local council with student and parent/guardian contact information for any student scheduled to receive a vaccination. This information
assists local councils to follow up parents/guardians of students with incomplete or missing consent cards.
What information goes to local council?
Schools provide the following basic student and parent/guardian contact information:
Student name, gender, date of birth, year level, class, language(s) spoken at home
Parent/guardian names, phone numbers, email and postal addresses
Why do schools provide this information?
To ensure all Year 7 & 10 students are offered the opportunity to access free vaccinations at school.
To improve communication with parents/guardians regarding their child’s vaccination needs
To reduce the administrative burden on school staff to follow-up consent cards
What do I need to do?
Your information will be provided to BARWON HEALTH IMMUNISATION in February 2020. If you do not wish for
your details to be provided, please advise the school in writing before 15 February 2020.
Read the information provided in your child’s consent card booklet and complete all sections, regardless of whether or not you consent for your child to be vaccinated as part of the school-based program.
Detach Part A of the consent card booklet with all fields completed, and return to school.
Every day, vaccination saves lives and makes it possible for Victorians to live free from the illness and disability caused
by many infectious diseases. All Year 7 and 10 Victorian secondary students can receive these vaccines for free.
For further information please go to the following links:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/immunisation-in-secondary- schools
http://immunehero.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation-info/parents-and-guardians/
http://immunehero.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation-info/students/

Parents/Carers of Year 7 students
On Thursday, 12 March, Barwon Health will be administering Year 7 students with their vaccinations from 9:00am till
12:00pm. Students will be having their 1st dose of HPV and Boostrix (diphtheria, tetanus, & whooping cough) vaccines
during this time. Each class will be called up throughout the morning, with their teacher, to have their vaccinations.
Students that are having their vaccinations need to ensure they are wearing their SPORTS UNIFORM. This enables the
nurses to access the upper arm (deltoid) muscle and administer the vaccines as safely, quickly and painlessly as possible.
If you have any concerns or questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the school.
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Japanese Exchange Student – Rio san

We are pleased to welcome to Geelong High School Miss Rio Nagai, who is a Year 10 student and will be
with us for the whole year. Please say hello (or konnichiwa!) when you see Rio around as she is keen to
speak English, share her Japanese knowledge and make many friends.

Hi! My name is Rio Nagai. I am an exchange student from Japan (Fukuoka prefecture). I am
here for about a year. I like watching action movies in my free time.
I would like to introduce Japanese culture and learn lots about Australian culture.
I am really enjoying my stay and I love Australia!

Rehearsals for the school production of The Wedding Singer start Thursday the
20th of Feb. The time of this rehearsal has been changed and will run from 3:30pm
until 5:30pm. Year 7 students are expected to go to rehearsal and attend the year
7 BBQ once rehearsals have concluded.

Chamber Orchestra rehearsals have begun.
Rehearsals are still on Mondays from 3.30pm to 5.00pm in S1.

Innovative Theatre-making Opportunity!
Platform Arts Geelong is in search of young performers to create wild, innovative and challenging theatre. Be part of an
innovative ensemble of theatre-makers working in collaboration with director Jackson Castiglione. Through weekly
workshops and rehearsals, you will contribute your skills as a performer to devise and present original, risk-taking
contemporary theatre. Open to artists aged 26 years and under - experience is not a requirement. We encourage anyone
with an interest in making theatre, podcasts or screen content to audition. Take a look.
Auditions: 9:45AM Saturday 21 March
Successful applicants will need to commit to an ongoing Wednesday rehearsal period (4.30-6:00PM) at Platform Arts, 60
Little Malop Street Geelong. See Mr Mantelli for more info.
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Junior Football and Volunteer Registration Day
Sunday 23 February 2020
Commencing at 12PM
BBQ Provided
All new and existing players and families welcome
All junior grades, boys and girls from Auskick to Colts
Please Email
football@thomsontigers.com.au or call Troy Smith on 0467 548 228 if
you have any questions.
Thomson Football & Netball Club—Godfrey St, Thomson

